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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

- During the 20th century, the US population under age 65 
tripled, but those 65 and older increased by a factor of 11. 
The number of seniors grew from 3.1 million in 1900 to 33.2 
million in 1994. Plus, this number is expected to more than 
double by the middle of the next century, to 80 million 
people. By the year 2030, about one out of every five 
Americans, or 20% of our population, will be a senior 
citizen

- By the middle of 2025 there could be more persons who are 
elderly (65 or over) than young (14 or younger)!

- The United States is not unique in its growing share of 
seniors. In many other developed countries, including Italy, 
Japan, Germany, Sweden, and the United Kingdom, the 
proportion of seniors to the rest of the population is even 
greater
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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

The "oldest old" -- those aged 85 and over --, are the most 

rapidly growing elderly age group. Between 1960 and 1994, 

their numbers rose 274 %. In contrast, the elderly 

population in general rose 100 % while the entire U.S. 

population grew only 45 %. The ñoldest oldò numbered 3 

million in 1994, making them 10 % of the elderly and just 

over 1 % of the total population. Thanks to the arrival of the 

baby boom generation, it is expected that the ñoldest oldò 

will number 19 million in 2050. That would make them 24 % 

of the elderly Americans and 5 % of all Americans 
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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

- Once we reach age 65, we can expect to live 17 more years

- California has the largest number of elderly, but Florida has 
the highest percentage (19 % of residents are elderly)

- Most elderly men have a spouse for assistance, especially 
when health fails, most elderly women do not. 8 in 10 non-
institutionalized elderly who lived alone (1993) were women

- As more people live longer, there may also be more who 
face chronic, limiting illnesses or conditions, such as 
arthritis, diabetes, osteoporosis, and senile dementia. 

- The elderly demented become frequently aggressive 
compounding the above problem
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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

- These and other medical conditions result in people 

becoming dependent on others for help in performing the 
activities of daily living

- Most elderly people in the United States under the age of 
75 are married and living with their spouse. 

- Given that women in general have a longer life expectancy, 
elderly men are twice as likely to be married as are elderly 
women. 

- Conversely, widowhood is much more common among 
elderly women
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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

- Every year 2.1 million older Americans suffer physical, 
psychological, sexual, financial abuse* and/or neglect

- Experts believe that for every case reported there are five 
unreported

- The eldest of our seniors (80 and up) are abused and 
neglected 2 to 3 times more than other senior citizens**

- 90% of elder abuse and neglect is done by family members, 
2/3 are adult children and/or spouses. 42% of the murder 
victims over 60 were killed by their children. Spouses 
accounted for 24% of the family murders

- 21% of domestic elder abuse reports came from 
physicians, nurses etc. 9.4%  from service providers and 
14.9% by family members

* Estimated at 5 million/per year (Wasik, J. F(2000) The Fleecing of Americaôs Elderly, Consumers Digest, March/April          
** Bureau of Justice Statistics
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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

- China will have 300 million people 60 and older - equivalent 
to the whole population of the United States today - and the 
number of older citizens will keep climbing for a quarter-
century after that

- China, India, Japan, Indonesia and the United States are the 
five countries that most contributed to the growth of the 
worldôs elderly population between 1990 and 2000

- The United States has only ¼ of the population of India (1.2 
billions), yet it has more people ages 80 and over than 
India. By 2025 the US will have 80% more elderly than in 
2000

- By 2025 the elderly will nearly double all over the world 
(increasing 3 times more than the working age population)

- Increasing numbers of people will have to care for very old, 
frail relatives
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ELDERLY ABUSE: General considerations

- Countries around the world are at very different stages in  
terms of their understanding, handling and in their national 
and local response to the care and protection of the old

- Cultural aberrations and customs compound the problem. 
In Tanzania for example, many elderly women are 
murdered, because they are suspected of being witches 

- Nevertheless, the United Nations International Plan of 
Action to protect the elderly was adopted by all nations of 
the world in Madrid in 2002 *

- There is a growing interest in providing services for the 
abused elderly, similar to that offered to battered women, 
including emergency shelters and support groups
*   http://www.who.int/ageing/projects/elder_abuse/en/


