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Totem and Taboo:

Some Points of Agreement between the
Mental Lives of Savages and Neurotics

A 1) A stage of normal development The Oedipal Stage

A 2) A form of psychopathology Neurosis (esp.
obsessional neurotics)

A 3) A stage in cultural development Totemic culture

A 4) A myth Totemism/Oedipus

A 5) Aritual The sacrificial totemic
feast

The points of agreement:
A 1) Erotic desire for the mother and the horror of incest
A 2) Desire to kill the father and the adoration of the father




)
John Weir Perry



© o ~N o o »

. Center: The sense of being located at a world center or cosmic axis.

. Death: Themes of dismemberment or sacrifice, died and in an afterlife

State.

. Return to Beginnings: A return to creation of cosmos and early

childhood.

. Cosmic Conflict: There is a world conflict of cosmic importance.
. Threat of opposite: A threat from the opposite sex, being turned into It.
. Apotheaosis: The person experiences an apotheosis as royalty or divinity.

. Sacred Marriage: The person enters upon a sacred marriage.

New Birth: A new birth of oneself, ideas of rebirth; Divine Child.

. New Society: A new order of society is envisioned, a New Age.

10. Quadrated World: A fourfold structure of the world or cosmos is

established. (Perry, 1974 -B0P9



